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PERSIST IN PRAYER
(Luke 18:1-8)

Last week the Lord blessed us as a church by answering our many prayers for the Harvest Sunday offering. We
need to praise His name for the generosity of His people...who “live to give.”
Yet, truth be told, most of us find it hard to pray, let alone to keep on praying until we get God’s answer. There

are many reasons for this, and none of them is good. Some of these include:

Our physical weakness...we grow tired. ...Our lazy lack of discipline...we don’t make time to be alone with God
Our callous indifference to a world in need...that should drive us to prayer. Our false sense of
independence...we don’t think we need prayer. Our lack of faith in the promises of God. Our outright

rebellion. Our lack of follow through...we lose heart.

Jesus knew us well enough to know we would struggle with persistent prayer. So He told a parable telling us that

we ought always to pray and not lose heart.

TWO PARTS OF JESUS' STORY ENCOURAGING US TO PERSIST IN PRAYER..AND
NEVER GIVE UP.

I Jesus Makes Good Use Of A Bad Example. (vv.1-5)
A. He began by telling the purpose of the parable. (v.1) “Keep praying, don’t give up.”
Usually the point is given at the end, but not here.
B. Jesus tells of the crooked judge.
1. This judge lacked two qualities essential for true justice:

He did not fear God, nor did he care about people. (2 Chronicles 19:6-7)

2. In that day a legal remedy usually involved a bribe...she had nothing to give as a bribe..
3. This judge is ungracious, unloving, unmerciful, and ungodly. He knew it too! (v.4b)
4, He did the right thing only when it was to his own self-interest.
C. Jesus tells of the widow who wanted justice and would not stop fighting until she got it.
1. Her situation is desperate.
2. Being a widow she was one of the most vulnerable people in society.
3. She lacked power. She had only one thing going for her: her persistence.

She was not afraid to use it. She would not take “no” for an answer.

4, She eventually wore him down. “If we keep asking for something long enough, some-



times we can get what we want. (Children master this strategy at an early age.)
5. So the crooked judge gives up and gives her what she wants.

He gave it to her not because it was the right thing to do, but only to get rid of her.

II. Jesus Urges Us To Keep Praying, Because 6od Is Not Like This Judge. (vv.6-8)

A. The contrast between God our Heavenly Father and this judge is meant to encourage us to pray.
B. God'’s character: How unlike this unjust judge.
1. He is just. He is always on the side of right! He is always our final court of appeals.

Often we have great frustrations in life. Justice is not done. Ungodliness triumphs.
We can pray, for God sooner or later will right all wrongs...when His kingdom comes.
”Shall not the judge of the whole world do right?” (Genesis 18:25)

2. God is loving. He knows “His people” by name and has promised to save us.
The widow here is nameless. As far as this judge was concerned, she was a nobody.
Jesus tells, that God will take care of His elect. “chosen ones” (v. 7) Based upon the
doctrine of election we have a claim on God. This ought to provide us with more
confidence to keep on praying for the things on our hearts. We might pray, “Listen

to my prayer, Father, because you have chosen me to be your own beloved child.”

3. God is wise. This is especially true in His timing, even though God'’s justice seems so

slow in coming. God is not ignoring us. His delay is not a denial. He will do the right

thing when it needs to be done. Watch and wait for it. His timing is perfect. Pray.
C. Jesus wonderfully illustrates persistency in prayer. Prayer filled His life...and was the last
thing on His lips as He died for us. “My God, my God...Father into your hands | commit my...”

So keep praying and don't lose heart. Remember, “Prayer is the holy habit of a sanctified heart.” Trust Him.
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