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GAP, AGES, OR DAYS? 
Genesis 1 

 

One of the big questions of life is where did we come from?  It is the study of origins.  Today when one surveys the 

answers given to this question, it is discovered that there are two totally opposing viewpoints.  Either the answer is a 

form of evolution or a special creative action by God.     

Today it is estimated that 95% of all natural scientists in the world BELIEVE that all physical and biological complexities in 

the universe come into existence by pure chance.  Non-life produced life… 

God’s Word tells us that He spoke and everything that is came into being. (Hebs 11:3)  This is His world.  How then 

should we think about Genesis 1?  Is there room for evolution in this account?   

 

THREE COMMON UNDERSTANDINGS OF THE CREATION WEEK AMONG BELEIVERS 

MOVING US TO PROPER WORSHIP. 

For we totally reject any thought of a godless beginning.  We begin with God…”In the beginning GOD…” 

 

I. The Gap Theory: Finds Room For Evolution Between Genesis 1:1-2. 

 A. This theory states: “God created a perfect world perhaps billions of years ago, then destroyed 

  that world at the fall of Satan and then later re-created the world in 6 literal days.”   

  1. Genesis 1:1 tells of the very beginning of the material universe.  Genesis 1:2 tells of a 

   much later time when God re-created the ruined world. 

  2. This is a theory that arrived late, early 1800’s and did so only as a way to try and 

   harmonize the then current geology thoughts with the Bible.   

  3. It was the first edition of the C.I. Scofield Bible(1909) that made this view popular  

   among Bible-believing people.  This view was presented in his notes on Genesis 1.  The  

   later edition (1967) placed it further back as a note in Isaiah 45:18.  

 B.           Arthur Custance continues to teach this today.  (Without Form and Void)   

 C. Critic of this:  The grammar of Genesis 1:1-2 does not support or suggest any time-lapse bet- 

  ween the verses.  Custance attempts to take 1:2 as “the earth BECAME formless and void…”NO!  

  Though this view deals with the historical fall of Satan, it fails in attempting to harmonize… 

 

II. The Day-Age Theory: Finds Vast Periods Of Time Between The Days. 

 A. This theory states:  The days of Genesis are either vast periods of time, or 24-hour days with 

  vast periods of time between them.  God used evolution in the development of His world. 

  1. This theory attempts to harmonize modern science with the Bible.   



  2. This appears to be the most common position by the Christian community today…who 

   either don’t think critically about such things, desire academic acceptance, or may 

   whole-heartedly believe God used such a process in bringing about His universe. 

   Robert Newman, Hugh Ross, Davis Young are a few of the men teaching this today. 

  3. It appears that more weight is given to current “science” thought than to the Bible. 

 B. Basic assumptions of those who hold this position: 

  1. The universe is BILLIONS of years old.  Ross, “16.3 (+/-3) billion years old”   

   This is assumed true due to the size of the universe and other astro discoveries.  

  2. Death existed prior to Genesis 3.  Romans 5:12 tells “death entered the world…Adam.” 

   Furthermore, it is taught that neither the Fall or the Flood resulted in significant  

   physical changes in Nature.  Dr. Ross does not believe in an original paradise… 

  3. Dual revelation:  That nature and the Bible both are equal in presenting the Gospel.   

 

II. The Six-Day Creationism: Finds Six Consecutive 24-Hour Days Of Creation. 

 This view has been held throughout the centuries of time. (Both Jewish and Church history) 

 A. This theory states:  Though God could have made everything from nothing in a moment, He  

                created the universe in 6 literal days as a pattern for the work/rest cycle of life.(Ex. 20:11) 

 B. Some of the arguments offered for this are:  

  1. In Genesis 1, the use of the numerical adjective: “day one,” “day two,” etc.  Always… 

  2. The qualifying description of “evening and morning” (1:5,8,13,19,23,31) Any clearer? 

  3.  Genesis 1:14 links “days and years” together.  If days are vast periods than nonsense. 

  4. Finally, a thought from science…the Laws of thermodynamics contradict evolution. 

   Remember the analogy of Jesus…He instantly made food that never grew…(John 6) 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


