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JUDGE NOT!!! 
(Luke 6:37-42) 

 

From time to time you will hear it said of a famous person, “he never forgot where he came from.”  This is always 

meant as a compliment.  People dearly love when a person of renown remembers the humble circumstances of his 

beginnings.  Perhaps it was a little town with many unknown people…don’t forget where you came from.  

In the midst of His “Sermon on the Plain,” Jesus likewise warns us, as believers, to never forget our origins.  To  

never forget “the pit from which we were dug,” for we were lost sinners under God’s judgment.   

We are not to be judgmental.  Rather we should treat others with a gracious, loving, and forgiving spirit.  

 

THREE WARNINGS HELPING US TO AVOID HAVING A JUDGMENTAL ATTITUDE 

WITH OTHERS.  To refuse this means we have forgotten our original condition. 

 

I. Jesus Warns That We Will Be Judged By The Same Standard We Use With 

 Others. (vv.37-38)  

 A. In the strongest words, Jesus tells us not to judge others.  He draws a contrast between two 

  attitudes of the heart. 

  1. The attitude of judging and condemning.   Many are quick to criticize… 

  2. The attitude of giving and forgiving.  This gives others the room to grow… 

 B. Note what this command does NOT mean: 

  1. It does not mean we are to avoid making proper spiritual discrimination.  We are to  

   “test” all things by the Word of God.  (1 John 4:1)   Don’t be naïve. 

  2. It does not mean that a church should avoid church discipline. 

  3. It does not mean that believers should never evaluate and criticize anyone for  

   anything.  “Live and let live, don’t judge.”  NO!!!  To never make any moral judgments 

   is to make good and evil equal.  Jesus did not mean this at all by His words here. 

 C. Jesus uses the word “judge” and it means to render a self-righteous, often hasty, unmerciful 

  attitude in condemning others.  The whole process exalts oneself by disparaging others.  

  1. We must not be judgmental.  Why? 

   We can never know a person’s motives.  Never.  Only God knows the heart. 

   Often our judgment is upside-down.  We make much of the little sins of others, 

   while neglecting our own greater sin.     

  2. Rather, we must be generous with others, by giving and forgiving.  (Like Jesus!!!)  

 D. The motivation for this is in knowing that we will be treated just as we treat others. (v.38) 



  1. Both in this life…with people (most of the time) and with the Lord. “He is generous to 

   the generous…”  “Press down…running over…”  “What goes around comes around…” 

  2. And in the future judgment.  The Lord will deal with us if we have been harsh and  

   merciless in our words and actions with others.  

 

II. Jesus Warns About The Pitfalls Of Spiritual Blindness. (vv.39-40)  

 In His teaching about a judgmental attitude, Jesus contrasts His teaching with that of the Pharisees. 

 A. Here Jesus is censoring the attitude displayed by the Pharisees with a parable.  (Luke 18:11-14)  

  1. These religious leaders were “blind guides” (Matt. 23:16-19) leading the people to  

   destruction.  They were spiritually proud.  The opposite of Jesus. 

  2. Pharisees considered the terrible sinners to be beyond the reach of God to save.  

 B. So we need to be careful whom we follow. (v. 40) If we follow the wrong leader we will end up  

  falling into the ditch.  We need to follow Jesus and those leaders who follow Him. 

 

III. Jesus Warns About The Danger Of Having Bad Spiritual Eye Sight. (vv.41-42)  

 This humorous illustration by Jesus is well known by many both inside and outside of the church. 

 A. The critic is trying to remove a speck of dust from someone’s eye, all the while he has a huge 

  beam protruding out of his own eye.  This is a comic exaggeration to make a serious point. 

 B. The problem is not that the person can’t see at all, but that he cannot see as well as He thinks  

  he can.  He thinks he has 20/20 vision and has forgotten who he is.   

  1. We must be slow in trying to straighten out other people!    

  2. We must first examine our own hearts, remembering that we are sinners saved by… 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


