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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

(Luke 6:27-36) 

 

Many years ago there was a TV series and more recently a few movies called Mission Impossible.  The story line  

always presented a top secret mission that seemed beyond the realm of possibility.  Each one of the episodes  

began with the well-known words,  “if you decide to accept this mission…”  

Jesus in continuing His sermon on the plain, tells us of another impossible mission but does not make it optional  

for us as His followers, rather He commands us to do it.  We are commanded to love our enemies. 

One has said, “we find it hard enough at times to love our friends very well, how could we ever love our enemies?” 

Our natural response to those who hurt and abuse us is to hate them and to wish them dead, not love them. 

 

FOUR OBSERVATIONS HELPING US TO PRACTICE THE IMPOSSIBLE 

MISSION OF LOVING OUR ENEMIES.  Only by the power and presence of Christ in our 

lives are we able to do this radical thing!   

 

I. Jesus Calls Us As His Disciples To Love Our Enemies. (vv.27-28)  (4-Fold) 

 A. In General we are required by Him to love them.  He uses the Greek word “agape” for love.   

  1. It is not any of the other possible words for “love”:   

   it is not “storge”…which is a natural affection, for this is very unnatural. 

   it is not “eros”…which is romantic love, this is not something you “fall into…” 

   it is not “philia”…which is brotherly-friendship relational love, these are not friends. 

  2. The word “agape” means choosing to love the unworthy, choosing to be a loving person. 

  3. We all have enemies.  Some are public, and others are private.   

   Public ones: an ungodly politician, a reckless driver, a terrorist, etc. 

   Private ones: a demeaning boss, an angry neighbor, a scheming co-worker, a spouse… 

  ”Who is your enemy?  He or she is the one Jesus is calling you to love. 

 B. Specifically, DO GOOD to those who hate you.    We must love them with our actions. 

 C. Specifically, BLESS those who curse you.  (28a) This command moves us from action to words. 

  1. The idea of blessing is to return gentle words of grace to those who curse us. 

  2. To “curse” means to damn or invoke harm upon us.    

 D. Specifically, PRAY for those who abuse you. (28b) This involves harsh treatment… 

  Intercede for them by asking God to rescue them from sin.  Forgive them.   

  Prayer is the key.  It is so hard to hate someone when we continue to pray for them! 

 



II. Jesus Illustrates This Extraordinary Love For Us. (vv.29-30) 

 A. This love endures repeated insults.  (v. 29)  “turn the other cheek.”  This is not physical… 

  we must be willing to suffer humiliation again and again without revenge or retaliation. 

 B. This love gives and gives as we willingly suffer the loss of property.  (vv.29b-30) 

  1. Our coat and even our shirt may be taken from us. Even if people mistreat us, we 

   should give them above and beyond what they need. 

  2. We should give to any who ask, without expecting anything in return.  (Borrowing!) 

   We are called to be generous.  Don’t worry about being taken advantage of… 

 

III. Jesus Summarizes His Command To Love…”The Golden Rule.” (vv.31-34) 

 A. The principle teaches us to do everything we can to bless others.  (friends and enemies) 

 B. This is different from the rule most people follow.  It is not based upon self-interest… 

  Our treatment and love of our enemies is totally different from the way of the world. (32-34) 

  God’s standard of love is so much higher than the worlds.  It is radical…extraordinary. 

 

IV. Jesus Tells That This Is The Way God Loves. (vv.35-36)   

 A. God shows kindness to evil and ungrateful people every day.  He is merciful. 

  1. He gives life, strength, sunshine and rain to those who hate Him. 

  2. Jesus is the ultimate example of God loving His enemies.  Look at the cross! 

   He loved them by doing good, speaking kindly to them, and praying for them.  

   He gave His own life for His enemies.  (Romans 5:10)  “while we were enemies…” 

 B. When we imitate Jesus in this, we show our family resemblance…”sons of the Most High.”  

  The only way we can possibly love our enemies is by God’s power through the Holy Spirit… 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


