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HIS CROSS BECAME A PULPIT 

(Luke 23.32; 42-43; John 19:25-27) 

 

Through the years there have been many great pulpits where God’s wonderful Word was taught.  It has been my  

privilege to stand in some of those.  Spurgeon’s, Calvin’s, Moody’s, MacArthur’s, and Boice’s.   

As we move into the Easter season, again it is needful for us to be reminded of the suffering and resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus.  After Jesus was nailed to the cross He spoke 7 times.  Each of these comprise His sermon from  

the Cross.  Each of these is rich in truth.  His cross became a pulpit.  Take off your shoes…this is holy ground! 

 

SEVEN WORDS FROM HIS CROSS, HIS LAST PULPIT, THAT SHOULD PIERCE OUR 

HEARTS MOVING US TO WORSHIP.  

For these final words of our Lord have great importance for us. 

 

I. A Word Of Forgiveness:“Father Forgive Them, For They Do Not Know.” (23:32) 

 It is should not surprise us that Jesus is praying, and the first word out of His mouth is “Father.” 

 A. Jesus wholly identified with us, His people.   He was our representative on the cross. 

  1. Never before did Jesus ask the Father to forgive sin, for He forgave it Himself.  

  2. Only God can forgive sin.  (Mark 2:7)   Now, on the cross, Jesus was our sin substitute.  He was  

    no longer in the place of authority.  Now He was “sin” for us. (2 Cor 5:21) 

 B. Forgiveness from God is man’s greatest need.  It is your greatest need! 

  1. In essence, Jesus was praying, “Father forgive them and condemn me.”  For He and  

   His death was the only way that sin would ever be forgiven.  He would pay the price! 

  2. They were ignorant, but not sinless.  Ignorance is no excuse.  They did not know they  

   were executing the Lord of Glory, the Creator.   

 C. Jesus practiced what He preached.  He loved His enemies even as they killed Him.   

  In this He fulfilled Scripture, Isaiah 53:12 “made intercession for the transgressors…” 

  Here was love triumphing over evil.  We are to pray for our enemies.  He did not curse or spit  

  at them.  He prayed for them, and the Father heard and answered.  (Acts 2:41; 6:7) 

  Pentecost saw many saved.  It was not so much Peter’s preaching, but Jesus’ prayer…  

 

II. A Word Of Salvation: “Today You Will Be With Me In Paradise.” (23:42-43) 

 Jesus while suffering hears and answers the plea of the penitent thief who is on his deathbed. 

 A. Before his salvation, this thief was no different from the crowd.  He mocked Jesus.(Matt27:41) 

  Like him, each of us must come to the end of ourselves and see our true condition.  Hopeless! 

 B. Yet, God opened his eyes by grace.  He saw that he was a sinner and deserved his punishment. 



  1. He was dying, but it was not too late.  He was not even able to offer a life of service. 

  2. His little prayer: “Remember me.”  This small cry of repentance was heard. 

  3. Jesus did more than he asked, not just remembered, but more, you will be with me! 

  4. Not in the future…but TODAY!  In PARADISE!  Not purgatory, but heaven.  

 C. “There is only one such case recorded of a deathbed conversion, but only one in Scripture that 

  none might presume.”  God can save a person at the doorway of death, but don’t you risk it! 

 

III. A Word Of Tender Care: “Woman Your Son…”  (John 19:25-26) 

 Jesus takes care of His mother.  He was not too busy in His great work of providing our atonement. 

 A. All the disciples had scattered, by not His mother.  She stood there at the cross.  Oh the pain. 

  Simeon had told her of such pain.  (Luke 2:34-35)  Now she stands silently, without weeping  

  not wanting to add to her Son’s anguish.   

 B. As her oldest, Jesus had no assets to give to her.  So He gave His beloved disciple to her and  

  her to him.  Tradition tells: John took her home and did not leave Jerusalem for 12 years until…  

 C. Jesus called her “woman,” and not mother.  He did not want to bring shame to her.  Also, He was 

  signaling to her a change of relationship.  She could be to Him no more than any other woman… 

 D. Mary is not “the protectress of the church,” rather she needed to be protected.  Furthermore, 

  she was not the “co-redemptrix” (Luke 1:46-47), for she needed a Savior. 

 E. Our Lord sets the example for us in honoring our parents.  Remember the 5
th

 Commandment.   

  1. To “honor your father and your mother,” goes beyond obedience.  It embraces love  

   and affection, gratitude and respect.   

  2. Jesus made provision for her.  No work or duty may excuse us from such care… 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


