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JESUS: OUR ONLY HOPE
(Luke 5:12-26)

Have you ever looked into the eyes of one without hope? If so, you will never extinguish the memory of it from
your mind. To see the inner terror of one’s soul piercing through their eyes...hopeless.

The story is told of a man who lost his mind because he could not hold onto his friend and coworker who had
fallen from the Turnpike bridge. He held onto to his buddy for 15 minutes, looking into his eyes, but he couldn’t
save him, and he fell to his death. He spent the rest of his years in the state hospital. Hopeless...

Dr. Luke continues his Gospel of certainty showing Jesus’ authority to heal the hopeless. For Jesus alone

provides us with lasting hope. “All other ground is sinking sand...”

TWO EXAMPLES OF UTTER HOPELESSNESS REVEALING TO US THAT JESUS IS OUR

ONLY HOPE. This is good news for all as we live in a world that is broken!

I. The Leper: Jesus Touches This Untouchable And Heals Him.(vv.12-16)
Here we see that those who humbly appeal to Him find GRACE.

A While Jesus was teaching, an outcast, a leper came into town and threw himself at His feet.
1. Leprosy in that day was considered “living death.” It included all sorts of skin

ailments with the most extreme form producing death. (Like AIDS or cancer today)
2. The leper was banished from life. In this miserable and humiliating form of apartheid

he would live isolated from family, friends, and his livelihood. This dreaded disease

required him to live outside of town and to yell out “unclean, unclean” to any who...
3. Dr. Luke with a physician’s eye, tells us that he is “full of leprosy.” An advanced form...

this man is hopeless. So he calls upon Jesus to make him clean. (v.12)

B. In the Bible, leprosy also is used as a symbol of our sin. Sin makes us unclean before God.
1. Our depravity “disfigures” and “distorts” the person God created us to be. (Eph 2:5)
2. Paul asked, “O wretched man that | am, who shall deliver me from the body of this

death?” (Romans 7:24) Left to ourselves, like Paul, we too are hopeless.

We must recognize our desperate need and ask Jesus to cleanse us. He is able.

C. Jesus responds by touching him. This is unexpected & completely amazing. No one did this. (13)
1. What compassion! He did need to touch him. He was unclean. But He did. Wow!
2. Instantly, he was healed. Luke wants us to see the power and compassion of Jesus.

Jesus is able to touch the hurting places in our lives and make us whole.

Then He sends us out into the world to touch others who hurt.



D.

3. Finally Jesus sends him to the priest, who is like a public health inspector...(Lev 13)

With the Lord’s increasing popularity, He finds it harder to make time to pray...but He does.

II. The Paralytic: Jesus Reveals His Ability To Forgive Sin By Healing Him. (17-26)

Here persistent faith triumphs as 4 men would not be hindered from bringing their friend to Jesus.

A.

Jesus is now in another place, in a house teaching God’s Word. For the first time Luke tells us
that the religious scholars were sitting there listening to Him. They were like spies. (17)
Meanwhile, outside the house, men were unable to bring their friend to Jesus.

They were creative and took to the roof. What a sight! What a commotion! (vv.18-19)

Did you know that your faith can be seen? (v.20) Invisible faith reveals itself in our actions...
Jesus does not heal him at first, though it seems He misses the point, He forgives his sins. (20)

Jesus deliberately does this to bring focus to His real purpose in coming...to deal with our sin.

He is not just a teacher, not just a healer, but is the promised “Lamb of God taking away the...”
Of course, the religious leaders go nuts and accuse Him of blasphemy. (21)

They are correct in their thinking, for only God can forgive sin. But...

Jesus’ question: “Which is easier to say?” Of course, it is easier to say your sins are forgiven.

1. Since it is unverifiable, Jesus heals the paralytic with 3 commands. (22-25)

2. The truth: Only God can do both of these things. Jesus asserted here His divinity.

The reaction, as always, is mixed, some rejoiced, others hated Him. His journey to the cross...
What people need more than anything else is someone to bring them to Jesus. Do whatever you
can to overcome the obstacles. Whom do you know that needs Jesus? What lengths are you

willing to go in order to introduce them? Remember, they are hopeless without Christ.
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