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WHAT IS A DISCIPLE OF JESUS? 
(Luke 5:1-11) 

 

There are many today who have lost their jobs and are thankful to have at least part-time work.  Part time…do  

you know that there are many Christians who view their Christianity as “part-time?”  Such ones give the Lord God 

a small part of their life, maybe only a Sunday morning.  Don’t be fooled, God wants all of you.  No part-timers. 

Dr. Luke wants us to know for sure that Jesus is the Son of God and Savior.  But more, Luke wants to bring  

us to the point of making a decision to follow Him, to be His disciple.  One who never turns back. 

To do this, Luke begins the next section of his Gospel telling how Jesus gathered people to be His disciples. 

 

FOUR MARKS OF A TRUE DISCIPLE OF JESUS THAT MUST BE FOUND IN YOUR LIFE.  

If not, you are either disobedient or unsaved. 

 

I. You Must Listen To Jesus. (vv.1-3)      

 A. Jesus had a growing reputation as a preacher/teacher and the crowds flocked to hear Him 

  teach the “word of God.”  (v.1)   

  1. Their motive was right…”to hear…”  In order to follow, we must first hear Him. 

  2. Jesus was at the Sea of Galilee and pressed into a boat.  The boat was His pulpit! 

 B. Out of hundreds of fishermen present in the area, Jesus chose to use Peter’s boat. 

  Peter had known Jesus, but had not yet made the decision to follow Him.  

 C. So, for anyone who wants to follow Jesus the EAR is the most important body part. 

  It may be the most important part, but not the only part.  For we must follow body and soul. 

  1. For us, listening means reading what Jesus said in the Bible.  Study it on our own and 

   with others.  It means listening to Biblical preaching and teaching.  (Rom 10:17) 

  2. Danger!!!  Sadly, many who listen to sermon without ever doing them are in danger. 

   Jesus warned, Matthew 11:20-24, so if you are not willing to follow Jesus, then it  

     would be better for you not to go to church at all.  Greater will be the judgment. 

 

II. You Must Turn From Sin.  (vv.4-10a) A true disciple is a penitent disciple.  Example of Peter: 

 A. Jesus led Peter to repentance by a strange request.  Go fish again… 

  1. Peter may have thought:  “what does a carpenter know about fishing?” He had fished  

   all night and the nets were cleaned, mended , and drying on the shore. (v.4) 

  2. He was to learn that Jesus can be trusted.  You can always trust His Word. 

 B. Peter was annoyed, and tries to straighten Jesus out, then reluctantly obeys Him. (v.5)  



  1. After catching nothing all night, now at Jesus’ word, he catches an enormous… 

  2. Jesus revealed His power over the creation.  He speaks, and the fish all come. 

 C. Peter’s response is unexpected.  He does not invite to go into business with him.  He falls at 

  His knees, seeing his utter sinfulness in the presence of One holy.  “depart from me…” (v.8) 

  This is the great turning point in his life.  Our sinful hearts at first desire to push Him away, 

  but don’t do that.  This is why Jesus came, to take away our sin, guilt and shame.   

 

III. You Must Fish For People.  (v.10b) Tell other people about Jesus. 

 A. Jesus gives Peter a new calling, a new direction for his life.  “to catch alive…” 

  This implies that there is danger…and we are to rescue others from it. 

 B. This is the ultimate “catch and release” fishing program.  Caught by Gospel, released from sins. 

  1. This is not just for Peter, it is for all of us who follow Jesus.  Everyone is to TELL.  

  2. Evangelism is a lot like fishing.  You don’t know what you will catch, but you must drop…  

 C. We do this by: inviting others to Bible Study, bringing some to worship, testifying of God’s  

  goodness in our daily lives, essentially sharing the Gospel every way we can.  Go fishing! 

 

IV. You Must Leave Everything Behind. (v.11) Each step seems harder than the last! 

 A. “This is one of the most dramatic moments in Luke’s Gospel.”  They left everything and followed. 

 B. What did they leave?  They left their career ambitions, sins, safety, security, etc. 

 C. Many Christians say they want to follow Jesus, but try to take it all with them.  Impossible! 

  Imagine Peter trying to drag all this stuff as he followed Jesus.  True discipleship is costly! 

  Jesus demands, not part of you, but all of you.  But it is liberating, to release all to Him. 

  What are you dragging around with you?  Jesus is calling you to follow Him.  Answer the call. 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


