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“THE BENEDICTUS” 
(Luke 1:56-80) 

 

We live in a world of broken promises.  It seems that all sorts of commitments are made only to be broken when  

  keeping them seems inconvenient.  This happens nationally, as treaties made between nations collapse.  It happens  

  in families as marriages are shattered and children scattered.  It happens in the workplace where promotions are 

  promised but never seem to happen.  It happens in friendship when disappointment occurs.  Broken promises. 

Never forget, God is not like us.  He can be trusted to always keep His Word.  Always.  How wonderful is this? 

Dr. Luke continues in his Gospel to interweave the birth stories of John and Jesus.   

 

THREE TRUTHS DISCOVERED ABOUT GOD AS WE LISTEN TO THE RECORD OF 

JOHN’S BIRTH.  Each of these should prompt us to sing to our faithful God!  

 

I. God Always Keeps His Word.  All Of His Promises Will Be Fulfilled. (vv.56-64) 

 For God always says what He means, and means what He says.  How unlike us… 

 A. God had told through his angel Gabriel that Elizabeth would have a baby, even in her old age. 

  1. So she did. (v.57) She was enabled to carry and deliver this promised child. 

  2. Furthermore, she had a son, just as God had said.  (1:13) 

 B. This son would produce great joy and many would rejoice at his birth.  (1:14) 

  and this is exactly what happened.  In a small village, a birth, especially this one was a  

    community event.  Joy and rejoicing filled the place. 

 C. At John’s circumcision, Zachariah received his voice back, just as had been told to him. (1:20) 

  ”until the day that this happens”  Now the old priest was able to speak. 

 D. On a larger scale, God had promised 400 years earlier that He would send one ahead to get 

  the people ready for the coming of Messiah.  (Malachi 3:1)  “See, I will send my messenger…” 

  The day finally came, God did not forget His promise, but sent John to be “the messenger.” 

 

II. God Uses The Hard Experiences Of Suffering To Teach Us To Trust Him.(62f) 

 For God often needs to discipline us.  Though it is never pleasant, it usually produces good things in us. 

 A. Zachariah, already a righteous man, learned now through discipline to trust God even more. 

  1. God had told him what would happen, but he did not believe it. (1:18)   “How can I be  

   sure of this?”  Again, he knew his biology, but failed in theology. 

  2. Because of his unbelief, God discipline the old man.  He caused him to suffer.  He  

   instantly became mute.  (1:20) He probably could not hear or speak.   

 B. After 9 months, at John’s circumcision, he proved his faith in God’s promise when he named his 



  Son “John.”   God had done a work in his life.  He brought the man to a sure and certain faith. 

  1. His suffering had done spiritual good for it taught him to trust. 

  2. “John is his name!”   

  3. God does this with us.  He brings hard experiences in our lives to grow us up.  

 

III. God Always Delights When We Praise Him. (vv.67-80)   

 God is to be blessed, to be honored with our lips.  “He inhabits the praises of His people.”   

 A. Zacheriah gushes with 9 months of pent-up praise.  “Blessed” is the 1
st

 word out of his mouth. 

  There was no bitterness.  He had learned to trust God.  His heart was right. 

 B. He sings a song of thanksgiving to God.  “The Benedictus”  He blesses both God and his son. 

  1. God is blessed as He was about to fulfill His covenantal promises to Israel, thru Jesus. 

   (vv.68-75) Here the three covenants concerning salvation are remembered: 

   a. The Davidic covenant. (2 Sam.7:13-14)  Jesus would be that promised seed  

    of David who would rule over the whole earth.  This is international in scope.  

   b. The Abrahamic covenant. (Gen.12:1-3) (Gen 17)  Jesus would be the seed who 

    would rescue Israel from all enemies.  (73-74)  This is national in scope. 

   c. The New covenant. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)  Jesus would deal with our sin  

    problem, a new heart, enabling us to serve Him in holiness and righteousness.  

    This is personal in scope.  It is what does God does in our individual hearts. 

  2. John received his father’s blessing as the first-born.  (vv76-80)    

   Zacheriah understands his son’s role, as the promised one leading the way for Jesus. 

   God was coming to visit in the person of His Son.  “The morning Star” (vv78-79) 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


