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A PICTURE OF GRACE

2 Samuel 9:1-13

It is often heard that “a picture is worth a thousand words.” This is surely true as Job tells that the eye is

a better learner than the ear. (Job 42:5) Word pictures are also powerful and have great teaching power.

Last week we saw the wonderful grace and kindness of God extended to an old priest and his wife, as God worked.

There is a wonderful story in the Old Testament that beautifully pictures God’s grace and kindness to us.

THREE CONSIDERATIONS OF THE AMAZING GRACE THAT 60D HAS LAVISHED UPON

US. Foritis only by grace that we have been saved!!!

I The Grace Of God Is Wonderful And Totally Unexpected.

A.

The first time we see God’s grace in the Bible is found in Genesis 3 when our first parents
sinned and yet continued to live even after God’s threat. “if you eat, you die!”

We would have expected both of them to be executed. But no...

Grace is defined as God’s unmerited favor. That is, God treats us kindly, even giving us gifts...
1. This is what Paul teaches us when he tells that “it is by GRACE that you are...(Eph2:8)
2. Because we are born sinners, and sin, we never ask God to give us what is fair. This

would call for His justice and with that we would be wiped out. We ask for His grace!

II. David's Kindness To Mephibosheth Beautifully Portrays God's 6race. (2Samuel 9:1ff)

A.

In the ancient day, when a king took command, he would systematically kill any he perceived to

be a threat to his throne. The king of a new family would kill all the descendants of the former.

1. When David assumed the throne of Israel after King Saul and his son Jonathan were
killed on the battlefield, the descendants of Saul ran for their lives. (2 Samuel 4)

2. Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, was only 5 years old at that time and was injured
during the flight out of town. As a result, he was an invalid, lamed for life. (4:4)

David’s reign, prior to his great sin, had been abundantly blessed by God. Only victorious...

1. He has greatly expanded the size of the nation, from 6,000 to 60,000 square miles.
2. David is happy and healthy. His world is at peace. The nation is prosperous.

At this moment, David remembered his covenant with Jonathan, and asked if there were any
descendants of Jonathan still living that he might show kindness. (9:1) “for Jonathan’s sake.”
1. At this point, David has been king for 15-20 years.

2. Ziba, a servant of King Saul’s household is called forth to answer the king. (9:3)

3. He answered David, “yes, there is a son of Jonathan, but he is a cripple.” (3b)



D.

The idea: since he is lame, you surely do not want him! He is defective!
David response to Ziba is completely unexpected.
1. “Where is he?” He happened to be “hiding” in a worthless-barren place. “lo-debar”
2. David had Mephibosheth brought to the palace. Perhaps a carriot pulled up to his...
Mephibosheth expected the worse, that he would be killed by David. He feared...
He calls himself David’s “servant” and that he was likened to a “dead dog.” (v.8)
3. David tells him, “don’t be afraid” and you will always have a place at my table in the
palace. Actually, David mentions 4 times that he will eat at his table. (vv.7,10,11,13)

Also, he gave him all of his grandfather’s personal wealth... What Grace!!!!

IIT. David's Actions Parallel God's Amazing Grace To Us.

A.
B.
C.

Once Mephibosheth enjoyed fellowship with his father, like Adam and Eve.

When disaster struck, fear came, and Mephibosheth experienced a fall, just as humanity did...

David, out of unconditional love for Jonathan, sought out anyone to extend grace. God does this

with us because of His unconditional acceptance of His Son’s death upon the cross.

This disabled man had nothing, did nothing, and deserved nothing. All he could do was to humbly
accept the king’s kindness to him. So we, sinners without any hope, accept God'’s favor!

So the king restored the cripple from his miserable condition to a place of fellowship and honor

with him. This is what God has done for us. He has brought us into a close fellowship with Him.
David adopted Mephibosheth into his royal family and provided for him, just as God does for us.

He was treated as one of David’s own sons. So are we. What grace!

Mephibosheth’s limp was a constant reminder of the king’s grace. Our sin does this for us.
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