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HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?
1 Corinthians 15:58

Living in a fallen world means that we will have enemies, even if we are nice people. It happens. The Bible tells of the

three greatest enemies: Sin, Satan, and Death.

When Jesus died on the cross as our substitute, and rose from the dead, He defeated all three. He was the Victor. It

was God’s victory, but a victory in which all of us as Christians are graciously allowed to share.

Paul concludes his “resurrection chapter” by exhorting us... if we really believe and are thankful that our resurrection is

sure, we should prove it by the way we conduct ourselves.

TWO RESPONSES PROVING OUR GRATITUDE AND ASSURANCE IN SHARING IN THE
COMING RESURRECTION.

For the day is coming when those who have died “in Christ” will be raised from their graves.

I. "Don't Move!” We Are To Be Immovable In Our Doctrinal Convictions.

A.

Paul concludes with a “therefore.” After reviewing this whole chapter he tells the Corinthian
believers, based upon the reality of the resurrection, to be settled in their Biblical convictions.
1. He tells, “stand firm” (NIV) “be steadfast” (KJV)
Literally this means to be “seated,” to be firmly situated. Don’t get up!
2. Furthermore, to add more intensity he tells them “let nothing move you.” (NIV), and
“be immovable.” (KJV) This means we are to be totally immobile and motionless.
Paul is telling us who have the assurance of resurrection, that we are to have a firm and
unchangeable grasp upon this truth.
1. The Corinthian believers had been taught doctrinal truth but some were toying with
moving on to other ways of thinking. (15:1, 12ff)
The pagan philosophy...the body is evil and is not to be resurrected.
2. We are to be firm and fixed in our convictions so that we are not “like children,
tossed back and forth by the waves...blown here and there by every wind of doctrine.”
(Ephesians 4: 14) Don’t move away from God'’s will and His Word.

Don’t be enamored with “what’s new?” Give yourself to knowing Truth.

Believers needed to be firmly fixed upon the doctrinal foundation of the Word. Don’t move!

1. The inspiration of the Bible. (2 Timothy 3:16)
2. The divinity of Jesus. “Immanuel” (John 1:1) “The Word was God”

3. The substitutionary death of Jesus. “He was made sin for us...” (2 Corinth 5:21)



IT.

4. The bodily resurrection of Jesus. “He is not here, He is risen...” (Matt 28:6)

5. The need for people to be born again and saved from sin. (John 3:7)
6. The Second Coming of Jesus for us. (John 14:3) This is our resurrection day!

“"Move!” We Must Serve The Lord With All Of Our Days, Doing His Work.

A

Paul tells that we are to “always give ourselves fully” (NIV) “abounding” (KJV) in the Lord’s work.

1. This is a tireless diligence. It means to exceed the requirements, and over do it!
2. We are to do this “always.” Whether young or old, with many or alone...

Since God has so abundantly overdone Himself for us who deserve nothing from Him...we should
determine to overdo ourselves in service to Him, to whom we owe everything. (MacArthur)
“abounding” what a word for the 1000s of Christians who work, pray, give, and suffer as little

as possible. Such a call is almost embarrassing. Yet, this call is proper for those of us who

have the assurance of a future resurrection. (Paul is a great example, "for to me living is...”

We are called to the “work of the Lord.” It is a work, the great work. It involves using our

time, talents, and treasure in reaching lost people and in the building up of the Saints. MOVE!!!
We are given motivation for this great and strenuous work. Some day we will be rewarded by
Jesus for our labors. We will have had a productive life with fruit. The certainty of success!

1. There are many things we can do that are meaningless and vain. Such is the case of all

who work for money, honor, and mere temporal things. When they are through

working, their hands will be empty. Don’t let this be you.

2. Jesus tells, Revelation 22:12 “Behold | am coming...and my reward is with me to give...”

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES:




