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THE GREATEST REVIVAL IN HISTORY
(Jonah 3)

In the last number of years, we have witnessed two invasions of Irag. The most recent one was called “Operation Iraqi

Freedom,” and American soldiers died attempting to free Iraqis from tyranny.

Did you know that thousands of years earlier God had sent an invasion force of one into this same country? His name

was Jonah, and his mission was to proclaim God’s message of judgment. God would use this once disobedient prophet

to free these people from the His wrath.

Chapter 3 is the high point of the book, for it tells of the miracle of the mass conversions of thousands of people.

FOUR STEPS NECESSARY FOR REVIVAL TO TAKE PLACE IN OUR LIVES.

This is what people everywhere desperately need! This is what America needs!

I There Must Be The Faithful Preaching And Hearing Of God's Word. (vv.1-4)

We as Americans don’t need more money, we need God’s Word. There is a famine of it in the land.

A.

Jonah is re-commissioned. (3:1-2) “the Word of the Lord came to him a second time...”

1. What grace! O the patience of God. God will go to great lengths to make us faithful
and fruitful children. He does not give up His designs for our lives.
With God, failure is not final. He comes to us 999" times...
”God is able to make His name a praise among the nations even on the shoulders

of His children’s failures and sins.” “where sin abounds, grace super-abounds...”

2. Jonah had wasted time. He could have obeyed and skipped chapters 1 & 2.
Jonah speaks God’s message. (vv3-4) Itissimple, direct, and clear.
1. This what we need in our land today. Too many preach man’s wisdom, not God’s...
2. It is at first a message of the coming judgment. It was not a feel-good sermon.
”40 days and Nineveh will be overturned.” (v 4)
We too must speak to others of God’s law, guilt, and the coming judgment.

The people of Nineveh heard the message.

II. There Must Be The Believing Of God. (v.5a)

A.

The people not only heard the message, but more, they believed God. Jonah spoke, but they
heard God’s voice.
It is not enough for us to merely hear God’s message, we must respond by believing it.

God’s Word will always cause a response and accomplish His purpose. God’s Word is



powerful. Jonah merely proclaimed it, and the Holy Spirit caused it to be received like
arrows in the conscience. (Hebrews 4:12) “God’s Word is sharper than...”

Romans 10:17 tells us that faith comes from hearing the Word of God.

III. There Must Be Action, True Works, Giving Evidence Of Conversion. (vv.5b-9)

)

When God works, lives can never remain the same. Such lives bring forth the “fruits of repentance.”

A. The people of Nineveh fasted, humbled themselves, and prayed.
1. This included all the people and even the king. Hundreds of thousands of people...
2. Such contrition is usually a very good sign. There is no pride here.

What a scene in Nineveh. Never before was there such a turning to God.
B. It is always this way. True faith, saving faith, produces an appropriate work. (James 2)
"faith without works is dead.” Works are the indicator of genuine faith. “Faith alone saves, but a faith
that is alone does not save.”

If you are truly saved, then your life will be filled with the evidence of it.

Iv. There Must Be The Turning Away Of Specific Sins. (v.10)

A. Repentance means, “change of mind.” You were once headed in one direction, and turned around.
B. Nineveh was known as one of the most violent, wicked people of the ancient world.

but now, they “turned from their wicked ways.” (violence) v. 8 “evil ways and violence.”
We too must turn from our specific sins. Don’t repent in general terms.

C. This is the greatest verse in the book. “God saw...and did not bring upon them... destruction...”
For us to be blessed by God and to come to really known Him, we must turn from our sin,

whatever they may be. Sexual indulgence, pride, selfishness, laziness, materialism.

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES:




