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STOP PLANNING WITHOUT 60D

(James 4:13-17)

It is common to begin a new year by the writing of goals and plans to be accomplished in the coming year. This is a good

thing and it helps us to be productive. There is nothing wrong with planning. In doing so, we reflect the Lord, Who has a

plan that includes all things.

However, we have a problem when we do our planning and leave God out of the picture, little thinking about our true

condition and the uncertainty of life.

Pastor James writes to his scattered church directing them (and us) to stop such a practice. For such a practice reveals a

wrong way of thinking. Stop it!

THREE INSIGHTS HELPING US TO HAVE THE PROPER PERSPECTIVE OF LIFE..for we

are totally and utterly dependent upon the Lord.

I

IT.

For Many Of Us As Christians, God Is Not A Part Of Our Planning. (v.13)

James is attempting to expose and eliminate this form of worldiness, for it is living with the illusion of being

independent of God.

A.

James imagines a gathering of Christian businessmen making their plans with no thought of God.

1. Every step of their plan is detailed with absolute assurance, with no thought of God’s
providence. No thought is entertained as to God’s will for them.

2. “today and tomorrow” are assumed to be in their complete control and power. They exude
with a self-assertiveness, centeredness, and confidence.

It is assumed by these that the journey is certain to be safe and the business will be profitable. Also,

they assume that the year is at their disposal. “spend a year”

We, like they, often forget that our plans are always tentative at best. Never forget: your plans are not

your own, your time is not your own, and your life is not your own!

James is not condemning planning, just the planning that that leaves God out.

All of this sounds like the story Jesus told in Luke 12:16-21.

The Solution For This Is To Remember How Small, Weak, And Frail We Really Are. (v.14

We are totally dependent upon the Lord for everything.

A.

James tells us that we are so deficient that “we do not know what will happen tomorrow.”



Our knowledge is so limited. In other words, he tells, don’t forget you are human and no more!
B. Equally serious is our failure to take to heart the frailty and shortness of our existence.

1. He asks us, “What is your life?” This is not a philosophical question. Rather he is asking us to
think about the sort of life we have. We might answer him...it is transitory, precarious, and not
totally controllable or predictable. Such is life.

2. He then tells us, our life is but a “mist” (vapor), it is here then gone. It is brief!

So don’t assume you are secure forever. Only death is certain.
C. All of us are totally dependent upon the Lord Jesus for all of life, for life and its gifts are from Him. So for

us to plan leaving God out of our thoughts and plans is a form of sinful pride.

ITI. We Must Replace This Prideful Behavior By Daily Acknowledging Our Dependence Upon The Lord.
(w15-17)

A. James tells us that Christian men and women ought to be saying in their hearts and sometimes on their

lips these words, “if the Lord wills.” (v.15) Such words acknowledge God’s direction and His approval.

1. For, both our very lives and what we are able to do with them depend upon God’s will.
2. By doing this, we as planners express a desire for God’s direction and approval and that we

would do nothing without them.
B. Paul illustrates this for us: Acts 18:21 “I will come back if it is God’s will.” At other times he does not
express the words, “if the God wills.” Acts 19:21. It is not to be ritualistic...
C. However, if we continue to plan leaving God out of the picture, James tells that we are guilty of evil, for
it is a self-glorying type of boasting. (v.16) We are only ever to boast in the Lord.

D. He concludes by saying, “you have been warned.” Do the “good.” (v.17)

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES:




