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DON’T BE A NO-SHOW! 
(Luke 17:11-19) 

 
It is common in any football game to have people who own tickets for the event not to attend.  Often this is for a 

variety of reasons.  They are called the “no-shows.”  It is one thing to miss a game, it is a whole different matter and 

much more serious to be a “no-show” in the daily giving of thanks to our wonderful Lord.  

 

This week we will celebrate Thanksgiving Day.  It is a wonderful holiday given to remembering all of God’s goodness 

to us…so that we might express our deepest heartfelt thanks to Him. 

 

The Lord Jesus, on His last journey, was pleased to receive thanksgiving from one, and grieved that the vast majority 

did not bother to express gratitude to God.  

 

TWO WAYS THAT YOU CAN RESPOND TO GOD’S BLESSINGS IN YOUR LIFE. 

 

Make no mistake about it, God welcomes our gratitude, and grieves over our ingratitude. 

 

I.  We Often, Like These 10 Desperate Men, Cry Out To Jesus For His Help. 

  (vv.11-14)  …And if you haven’t, you will in the days ahead. 

 A. The occasion:  Jesus is on His last journey to His death in Jerusalem. (v. 11)  Jericho? 

  1. He knew what lay ahead of Him…His ordained appointment with death.  Yet, He went 

   courageously forward.  (So should we in life as we serve our Lord)   

  2. As He approached Jericho, 10 lepers stood outside the town crying out for His help.  

 B. Leprosy was a death sentence.  Much like we may think of HIV.  (v.12) 

  1. This disease was horrible and the terrible social consequences in ancient Israel only 

   added to the misery.  They were treated as the living dead. They were cut-off from 

   the community, including their family.  Live outside…shout to all “unclean, unclean!!!” 

  2. Often this terrible disease is figuratively used to picture the effect of sin in us. 

   …It cuts us off from God, it causes us to be the “living dead,” and results in “no hope.” 

   …See Romans 3: 10-20.    “The anatomy of depravity.”   

 C. As “dead men” they cry out to Jesus…”Mercy us.”   They knew they could not help themselves. 



  …they did not ask for justice.  They were at the end of themselves.  This is a good place to be!!! 

 D. Jesus always hears such a prayer, sees them and responds.  (vv.13-14)  

  1. It was a rare occasion for Jesus to come close to them, and not be with others. 

  2. Our Lord was not too occupied with His own coming sorrow, but cares for them. 

   …Our Lord is man’s only hope.  He alone is the hope for the hopeless! 

  3. I am sure His command to go to the priests even before they experienced healing 

   caused some discussion among them.  “this is not how Jesus healed the other leper.” 

   …Here Jesus heals at a distance without touching them.  He is God.   

   …They take Jesus at His Word…and so should we!!!!    

II.  We Too, Like These Lepers, Respond To God’s Many Kindnesses In Different Ways.   

  (vv.15-19)   

 A. As they were going to the priest, and probably not very far, all ten men were instantly healed 

  of their dreaded disease. (It is a picture of our bodies in the future!!!)  Yet, only one returns  

  to loudly praise God and give thanks to Jesus.  Only one, and a Samaritan at that!!!! (vv15-16) 

  1. He now came near to Jesus, throws himself on his face at His feet to give thanks. 

   …the sense is that he kept thanking and thanking Him. 

  2. Lesser things, like appearing before the priest, could wait. 

 B. Jesus expresses His disappointment in the other nine (Jews) who were missing. (vv17-18) 

 

 

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


