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THINGS TO COME

(Most Asked Questions #4)
The Book of Revelation

One of the wonderful and amazing things about God is that He tells us the future. God knows all things
and has a plan that has ordained everything. Again, the future is certain. It is not left to chance.

God tells us in the Bible about certain events that will take place. This is called eschatology. It includes
the prophetic statements given by God so as to encourage His people. Think about the prophecies
unfolding the first coming of Jesus. (Isa. 7, 9, 53; Micah 5:2; Psalm 22, etc) Each one of these was
literally fulfilled by the Lord.

From our point forward, God has told us of certain events yet to come...these too are certain...and
probably not far off. These future events seem close and is like watching a stage being set for a play at
the theater.

FOUR COMING EVENTS THAT WILL UNFOLD GOD’S PROGRAM OF OUR REDEMPTION.
For these events will complete everything God ever told us about the future.

I. We As Christians Are Waiting For The Rapture of The Church. (1 Thess 4:13ff)
A. The church is described as a “mystery” by Paul, in that this age of ours was not foretold by the
Old Testament prophets. (Eph. 3:4-5) A mystery was something hidden, but now revealed.
1. The church is made up of both Jew and Gentile. No difference between the two. (Rev. 3:6)
2. The church began in Acts 2...Pentecost. After the ascension of Jesus...
3. The church “age” will continue until the “body of Christ” is complete.
B. Paul tells us that the Lord’s return could occur at any moment. This is called the imminent
return of Jesus for His bride...the church.
1. Paul tells us, “we, who are alive and remain will be...” (1 Thess. 4:15) He expected to be...
2. This is a meeting that will take place “in the air.” (v.17) After this meeting, we will go to
heaven with the Lord. (John 14:1-3) (1 Corinth 15) (Rev. 3:10)
Some Christians will go without dying, but the majority of Christians will have died and their
bodies will be resurrected and joined with their souls “in the air.”
C. Atthis point, we as Christians will all stand before the Lord at the “judgment seat of Christ” and
give an account of our service for the Savior. (2 Corinth 5:10) (Romans 14:10-12)

Il. While We Are In Heaven, The Tribulation Period Of Seven Years Will Take Place On The
Earth. (Revelation 6-19)
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A. Jesus foretold of this coming day of trouble in His Olivet Discourse. (Matthew 24) It will be a
horrible time when “all hell will break loose.”

B. This is the time of Daniel's 70" Week that has never been fulfilled. (Daniel 9:24-27)
1. The purpose of this time is to once again focus on national_srael and bring her to
repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus. Many Jews will be saved during this time.
2. Since Satan knows his time is very short, he empowers one called Antichrist who will
appear first to be a peace maker(3 %2 years) and then will wreck havoc. “666”
He will rise from one of the European nations...a leader. (The ECC) (Daniel 7:24-25)
C. Life might be hard now, but if you are saved, give thanks to the Lord for you will not have to
live through this horrible time of human misery and judgment.

lll. Jesus Will Return To Earth, And We With Him, At The End Of The 7 Years. (Rev. 19:11-16)
This is when Jesus will again plant His feet upon the earth. (Acts 1:11)
A. Jesus will vanquish all of His enemies. This includes Satan, Antichrist, and wicked men, etc.
B. ltis at this time that Jesus sets up His 1000 year reign. (Rev. 20:1-6) We assist in this.

1. This is the future time on earth when the curse is seemingly reversed. (Isa 65:17ff)

2. Only the saved of all ages will enter into the Kingdom of Christ. (Dan 12:1-2)
(Daniel 2:44; 7:13-14) This is the “kingdom” the apostles asked about (Acts 1:6)

Satan is released (Rev. 20:7-10), his final rebellion is squashed, he is put in the Lake of fire.

D. The Great White Throne Judgment takes place...all humanity there are doomed forever.
(Rev. 20:15)

o

IV. God Creates The New Heavens and A New Earth. (Revelation 21-22)
This is the place we often think of when we think of heaven. It will be more wonderful than you

could ever imagine. There we will be forever with the Lord. Note what is missing from the old...
(Rev. 21:4ff)

LESSONS FOR OUR LIVES:
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